HAMPDEN AND  SHIP-MONEY
wherein we as Head, and you as Members are con-
joined and knit together into one body politic/
Having thus established the function of Parliament
in the State, St. John turned to the examination, of the
writ before him. In this, he submitted, was an
encroachment upon the property of the subject, that
is to say, it had been issued without Parliament's
consent, and he asked whether in any circumstances
this could be held as lawful. He submitted that the
only conceivable circumstance of this nature would be
when in a time of national emergency the King had
exhausted all other means of supply for the defence of
the Kingdom, and he submitted further that there
was nothing in the writ to show either that there was
any national emergency at all or that the ordinary
resources at the King's disposal for national defence
had been exhausted or even in any measure employed
for their proper purpose. He then at great length
explained to the court what the nature of these
resources was under the constitutional law of the
country. There were the services due by tenure of
land, both in person and by money payment, and the
revenue realisable on certain property which although
held by freemen was not freehold. Further, the law
allowed the King at his discretion to apply to the
defence of the realm all fines paid into the courts, the
estates of outlaws, certain ecclesiastical revenues, with
other aids and subsidies, with tonnage and poundage,
and he could also call upon the services of the Cinque
Ports. St. John gave many instances of the legal
employment by the King of such funds for defence in
times of national emergency, as when the Kingdom
was * in point to be lost by the enemies of Spain and
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